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Press, however, continued to assert that a French intervention would
be comparable to the invasion of the Ruhr, that it would constitute
an act of aggression, according to the definition approved by Prance
herself in May 1933,1 and that it would infringe the Treaty of Locarno.
It was suggested that in that case Great Britain and Italy could not
support French action consistently with their obligations under that
pact.2 The German Government, for their part, made renewed state-
ments on the desirability of maintaining order in the Saar, and at the
same time took steps to prevent irresponsible action by their sup-
porters. On the 2nd November the Plenipotentiary for the Saar,
Herr Biirckel, forbade members of the S.A. and S.S. to appear in
uniform or to hold meetings or parades within twenty-five miles of
the frontier between the 10th January and 10th February, 1935, and
ordered them to show by their discipline that there was no need for
foreign intervention. In the Saar itself all Deutsche Front newspapers
published on the 5th November an order from Herr Pirro demanding
rigid obedience from all his followers. The peaceful intentions of the
German Government were reaffirmed in an interview given to two
representatives of French ex-service men's organizations, Messieurs
Goy and Monnier, by Herr Hitler, who was reported to have declared
that Germany would accept the result of the plebiscite whatever it
might be.3

The conflict of views over the alleged French right of intervention
still, however, remained unsettled, although Monsieur Laval4 was
able to assure the German Ambassador, on the 6th November, that
no troop movements had actually been carried out, and received in
turn assurances that the German Government had no intention of
interfering with the freedom of voting. The German Government had
already decided to instruct their representatives in Paris, London,
Rome and Brussels to convey to the Governments of the states sig-
natories of the Treaty of Locarno the German view of the plebiscite
question, especially as regards possible intervention. These repre-
sentations were made verbally on the 8th and 9th November.

1  See the Swrvey for 1933, pp. 278, 282.

2  In France, however, there was some support for the view that the Locarno
Treaty would not apply in this particular case, as the Saar was alleged not to
he under German sovereignty and as the French troops would have the status
of an international force approved hy the League Council.  (See Le Temps,
10th November, 1934.)

8 Le Matin, 18th November, 1934.

4 Monsieur Laval had become Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 13th
October, after the death of Monsieur Barthou on the 9th of that month, and he
continued to hold that office in the Cabinet of Monsieur Flandin which suc-
ceeded that of Monsieur Doumergue on the 8th November.